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2010-2011 Future Faculty Program Participants
Each academic year, fifteen awardwinning graduate teaching assistants
from across campus are selected to participate in the Future Faculty Program.
This nationally recognized program is
sponsored by the Dean of the Graduate
School and coordinated by the Center
for Teaching and Learning (CTL). Participants in the program are experienced
teaching assistants who have been
recognized at the institutional level for
their outstanding teaching and are preparing for careers in higher education.
The Future Faculty Program participants
began their fall semester by helping to
plan and facilitate the University-wide
TA Orientation. This event provides
tools and resources to new and returning graduate teaching assistants in order to prepare them to begin teaching
at UGA. Over 500 graduate students attended the event.
The program participants have continued to meet over the fall semester to
discuss effective teaching techniques in
order to foster student learning. While
sharing resources and ideas with each
other, they also take these ideas back
to their departments to share through
workshops and seminars. Additionally,
the participants have been preparing
teaching portfolios for submission to
the graduate school through the Teaching Portfolio Program (see page 3 of this
newsletter for more information about
this program).
The participants have also interacted
with experts from across campus who
spoke about current and emerging topics in higher education, including Sherry

Front Row (left to right): Melissa Dengler, Psychology; Jo Qian, Cellular
Biology; Marcela Mellinger, Social Work; Zandra Bell-McRoy, Music Education; Fernanda Guida, Romance Languages; Bethany Keeley, Speech
Communication; Mary Lutz, Educational Psychology; Michelle Palma,
Geography.
Back Row (left to right): Benjamin Steere, Anthropology; Trae Welborn,
History; Brian Stone, Psychology; Scott Gevaert, Plant Biology; Matthew
Forsythe, English; Eric Helleloid, Philosophy.

Clouser from the Center for Teaching and Learning, who combined
an overview of Google Pages and eLC with ideas for how to use
these technologies in the classroom.
In the Spring, the participants will continue to develop a deeper understanding of teaching and learning in higher education but will
also concentrate on other areas of professional development, such as
the academic job search, the transition from graduate student to professor, and course design. The program will culminate with a spring
retreat to explore what it means to be a successful faculty member.
Recipients of the Outstanding Teaching Assistant and nominees for
the Excellence in Teaching Awards are invited to apply for next year’s
program. More information about the program can be found at:
http://www.ctl.uga.edu/teachingassistant/programs.
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Interdisciplinary Certificate in University Teaching
The Graduate School, in collaboration with the Center for Teaching and Learning, offers an Interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate in University Teaching. The goal of the Certificate is to provide doctoral and
terminal professional degree students with a multifaceted program that supports the enhancement of
the students’ teaching skills, prepares them for future academic positions, and provides an academic credential that should enhance students’ opportunities for academic employment.
Minimum requirements of the Certificate include teaching four sections, completing nine hours of
course work related to university-level teaching, successfully creating a teaching portfolio, developing a
teaching project that demonstrates creativity or innovation in teaching of a discipline, and demonstrating scholarship of teaching through preparation of a publication-ready manuscript or presentation of a
teaching-related talk or poster at an appropriate professional meeting.
Receipt of the Certificate is documented on a student’s official transcript and is also recognized in the
Graduate School Commencement Ceremony booklet. Several recent graduates have indicated that the
Certificate has been an excellent avenue for documenting additional skills and interests in teaching and
has had a positive impact on job searches. For information about applying to the program, visit
http://www.uga.edu/gradschool/academics/certificate_teaching.html
The Center for Teaching and Learning is offering the following classes in support of the teaching certificate program.

GRSC 7770: Seminar on College Teaching

A course that fulfills TA Policy course requirements and is a prerequisite for the following classes, this
course is designed to prepare teaching assistants for their roles in the University of Georgia classroom
and for potential careers involving instruction at other institutions. It provides graduate teaching assistants with knowledge of pedagogical approaches, peer-reviewed practice teaching, and with available
resources available to UGA instructional staff. Unlike departmental-specific GRSC 7770, sections of this
course taught at CTL are interdisciplinary. For more information, contact Dr. Paul Quick (pauquick@uga.
edu).

GRSC 7800: College Teaching and Student Learning

This interdisciplinary course offered each spring focuses on how undergraduates learn. Participants will
learn a variety of factors that influence teaching and learning in an attempt to discover and define what it
means to be an effective college teacher, and will also discuss theory, techniques, and strategies for helping undergraduates become active learners. For more information, contact Dr. Denise Domizi (dpinette@
uga.edu).

GRSC 7900: Designing Courses for Significant Learning

This course, offered each fall, will give graduate students a foundation in course design grounded in
strong pedagogical theory. Students will design or redesign a course in its entirety, beginning with their
goals for their students and working through assessment to teaching and learning activities. For more
information, contact Dr. Denise Domizi (dpinette@uga.edu).

EDHI 9040: Teaching with Technology in the College Classroom

EDHI9040, Teaching with Technology in the College Classroom, is an examination of instructional
technology in the college classroom, on campus and online. The purpose of the course is to encourage
participants to critically reflect on the use of instructional technologies in their fields and provide them
with opportunities to develop skills in employing technology in the classroom. For more information,
contact Dr. Sherry Clouser (sac@uga.edu).
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Graduate School Teaching Portfolio Program
Since the spring semester of 2005, the Graduate School has sponsored the Teaching Portfolio Program.
The purpose of the program is to encourage graduate students to document their teaching experiences
at UGA in order to reflect upon and improve their teaching and to prepare them to present their teaching accomplishments on the job market. Many graduate students have found that preparing a teaching
portfolio well before they begin their academic job searches has greatly helped them during the application process. Some even credit a teaching portfolio for helping them get their jobs!
Every semester, the Graduate School considers teaching portfolios for certification. Participants in the
portfolio program not only get Graduate School recognition for their portfolios but also receive feedback
from faculty members on their individual portfolios. Additionally, the teaching portfolio is the cornerstone for the Graduate School’s Interdisciplinary Certificate in University Teaching. For more information
about the portfolio program and to see sample portfolios, visit the CTL’s website:
http://www.ctl.uga.edu/teach_asst/teaching_portfolio.htm

Teaching Portfolio Workshops
A series of three workshops will be offered to help graduate students create teaching portfolios for the
Graduate School’s Teaching Portfolio Program. Workshops will be held at the conference room of the
Center for Teaching and Learning, which is located on the north side of the instructional plaza between
the Psychology and Journalism buildings. For more information or to register, contact Matthew Lovelace,
Assistant to TA Programs, at lovelace@uga.edu.
Session 1: Monday, 1/31/2011, 2:30-4:30 pm
An introduction to the Graduate School’s Teaching Portfolio Program, followed by an overview of best practices in writing a teaching philosophy statement.
Session 2: Monday, 2/14/2011, 2:30-4:30 pm
In this session, teaching philosophy statements will be discussed and participants’ drafts created since the
previous workshop will be reviewed. Participants are asked to bring at least three copies of their statements
for review, as well as select portfolio components, including a description of courses taught, sample student
work, and teaching materials.
Session 3: Monday, 2/28/2011, 2:30-4:30 pm
This session will address the specific needs of those attending. Possible activities could include a critique of
elements or of entire portfolios being readied for submission. Participants are asked to bring documents for
review.

Important Deadlines
Nominations for Outstanding and
Excellence in Teaching Awards
Due January 28, 2010
http://www.ctl.uga.edu/teach_asst/teach_asst.htm#awards
Graduate School Teaching Portfolio Nominations
Due March 11, 2010
http://www.ctl.uga.edu/teach_asst/teaching_portfolio.htm
GRSC 7770 Teaching Seminar Assistantship
Nominations
Your Company
Name
Due March 4, 2010 123 Everywhere Avenue
http://www.ctl.uga.edu/teach_asst/teach_asst_application.htm
Suite 000
555-000-0000			

www.adobe.com
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The Center for Teaching and Learning
The Center for Teaching and Learning (CTL) is a support unit of the Office of the Vice President for Instruction. It is dedicated to the advancement of instruction and faculty development at The University
of Georgia. CTL sponsors a range of services and enrichment activities designed to assist faculty and
teaching assistants with instructional matters. Dr. Nelson Hilton is the Director of CTL. Dr. Paul Quick and
Dr. Denise Domizi coordinate Faculty and TA Development.
* Fall Orientation for TAs and LAs
* GRSC 7770, 7800, 7900
* TA Handbook
* TA Newsletter
* Teaching Resource File
* Individual Consultation
* University Awards for Outstanding Teaching
* Mentor Program for Future Faculty

* Instructional Technology Resources
* Teaching Seminars
* Web Resources on Teaching
(http://www.ctl.uga.edu/)
* Teaching Portfolio Samples and Consultation
* University Teaching Certificate Support
* eLC Help Sessions

GTA Newsletter is a publiction of the Center for Teaching and Learning. Teaching Assistants are encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newsletter. Submissions should be forwarded to
Paul Quick at pauquick@uga.edu or Denise Domizi at dpinette@uga.edu.
Center for Teaching and Learning
Instructional Plaza
University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia 30602-3016
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institute

Teaching Support
http://www.ctl.uga.edu
Your Company Name
123 Everywhere Avenue
Suite 000
555-000-0000			

www.adobe.com
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